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NO, THE POWER IS NOT IN THE WATER 
 

     When the children of Israel were in the wilderness 

for forty years in the days of Moses, they often 

complained against the Lord. He punished them in a 

variety of ways. Do you recall the occasion when God 

sent fiery serpents to bite the murmuring people? 
Many Israelites died as a result. 

 God revealed a cure for those who were serpent-

bitten. At God’s instruction, Moses made a bronze/ 

brazen serpent, put it on a pole, and lifted it up. Any 

person in the camp of Israel who looked on that 

material, lifeless serpent after being bitten by a serpent 

was able to live (Numbers 21:4-9). No, the power was 

not in the serpent. It was God’s kindness that provided 

the remedy and God’s power which did the healing. 
Praise and glory to the Lord, not the serpent, right? 

 After the children of Israel finally entered the land 

which God had promised to give them, the first city 

which they attacked was Jericho. Does the conquering 

of Jericho strike a bell with you? God gave specific 

instructions about the plan of attack. For the first six 

days, each day the soldiers of Israel were to march 

around the city. Then, God wanted them to change 

tactics on the seventh day: He charged them to march 

around it seven times, after which the priests were to 

blow trumpets and the people were to shout. That is 

what they did, and as a result the walls fell down and 

Israel scored a great victory (Joshua 6:1-20). No, the 

power was not in the marching feet of Israel’s 

soldiers, nor was it in their weapons or the priests’ 

trumpets. It was God’s kindness that provided the city 

as a gift and God’s power which made the walls fall. 

If someone would like to know when Jericho’s walls 

fell, here is the Bible’s answer: “By faith the walls of 

Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven 

days” (Hebrews 11:30). God blessed the Israelites 

after they complied with His word. Praise and glory to 
the Lord, not the humans involved, correct? 

 Consider another Old Testament historical event, 

one that involved water. Naaman was a commander in 

the army of Syria, “a mighty man of valor, but a 

leper” (2 Kings 5:1). Naaman made his way to Israel, 

where a servant of the prophet Elisha told him to “go 

and wash in the Jordan seven times” (2 Kings 5:10). 

At first, Naaman was furious, but in the end he obeyed 

the prophet’s command. When he did so, “. . . his 

flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he 

was clean” (2 Kings 5:14). No, the power was not in 

the water. You see, according to Jesus, in the days of 

the prophet Elisha there were many lepers in Israel, 
yet the only one who was cleansed was Naaman! 

 If the power had been in the water, every leper 

could have been cleansed. There was “more to it” than 

the water, would you not agree?  It was God’s 

kindness that provided the remedy and God’s power 

which did the cleansing. We must ask, though: When 

was Naaman cleansed of his leprosy? Not until he 

submitted to God’s word and did the seven dips. 
Praise and glory to the Lord, not the water, right? 

 Jesus used a number of different ways to heal 

people who had health challenges. A memorable case 

is recorded in John 9, where we read about how the 

Master healed a man who had been blind from birth. 

How did it transpire? Jesus spit on the ground, made 

clay with the saliva, anointed the man’s eyes with 

clay, then gave Him an order. The charge was, “Go, 

wash in the pool of Siloam” (John 9:7). Did the man 

comply with what Jesus said? He did, indeed: “So he 

went and washed, and came back seeing” (9:7). We 

will say it again: the power was not in the water. It 

was the Lord’s kindness that provided the remedy and 

the Lord’s power which removed the blindness. When 

was the man healed of his blindness? After he 

submitted to Jesus’ word. Praise and glory to the 
Lord, not the water, right? 

 What about water baptism? Saul of Tarsus was 

told by a servant of the Lord, “And now why are you 

waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your 

sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16). 

What was the purpose of his baptism? The Bible says 

it was to wash away his sins, meaning he still was lost 

before he was immersed. No, a thousand times, no, the 

power was not in the water. It was the Lord’s kindness 

that provided a way of cleansing and the power of 

Jesus’ blood which washed away his sins. When? 

When was Saul forgiven of his past sins? After he 

submitted to the Lord’s command to be immersed. 

Praise and glory to the Lord, not the water, right? 
-- Roger D. Campbell 



DANIEL’S DECISIONS IN A DISTANT DISTRICT 
 

 A young man of Judah by the name of Daniel, 

along with many of his fellow countrymen, was taken 

into captivity by the Babylonian army in about B.C. 

606. For its own purposes, the government of Babylon 

chose Daniel and other select young Jewish men to be 

trained in the language and ways of the Babylonians.  

 In the course of time, Daniel was elevated to a high 

position in the Babylonian Empire (Daniel 2:48,49). 

Seventy years after the Babylonians took him captive, 

the Medo-Persians came into power. What about 

Daniel? By God’s providence, he was granted a high 

position in the Medo-Perian Empire also (Daniel 6:1-

3). Along the way, from the days of his youth up until 

his latter days on earth, Daniel made a lot of 

commendable decisions. Let us take a look.  

 As we contemplate the Bible’s record of Daniel’s 

life, let us not forget the man’s conditions. He was not 

living in an environment dominated by Jewish culture. 

He was living in a distant district, far away from 

Jerusalem and the temple, nowhere close to the 

beloved homeland of the proud Jewish people. 

 Chapter 1 – When the king of Babylon appointed 

certain foods and wine for the young Hebrew trainees 

to consume, Daniel decided not to take those items 

into his body: “But Daniel purposed in his heart that 

he would not defile himself with the portion of the 

king’s delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank; 

therefore he requested of the chief of the eunuchs that 

he might not defile himself” (Daniel 1:8). Daniel 

recognized that the items designated by the king 

would make him spiritually defiled in the sight of his 

God. For that reason, he refused to consume them. 

Not only that, he courageously communicated his 

conviction to the chief of the eunuchs. When you and 

I face a strong pull to participate in something that 

will offend the God of heaven, we should remember 

Daniel’s conviction, courage, and communication. The 

young man understood that right is right and wrong is 

wrong, and it does not matter where we are located.  

 Chapter 2 – When Nebuchadnezzar, the mighty 

monarch of Babylon, had a dream, the Lord God 

revealed the dream and its meaning to Daniel, who in 

turn told Nebuchadnezzar what the dream meant. In 

the process, Daniel decided to praise and glorify God. 

The Bible says that after God revealed the king’s 

dream to the prophet, he “blessed the God of heaven” 

and prayed, “I thank You and praise You” (Daniel 

2:19,23). When he stood before the king to explain the 

dream, Daniel gave the credit to God, saying, “But 

there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets . . .” 

(Daniel 2:28). Daniel understood that the wisdom, 

power, and glory were God’s, not his. He viewed 

himself as a blessed person, an instrument in God’s 

hands. Let us learn from Daniel’s humility, sense of 

perspective, and readiness to give credit to the mighty, 

merciful Creator of the universe. 

 Chapter 4 – After Nebuchadnezzar had a second 

dream, Daniel again was summoned to explain it. 

When he had finished explaining the king’s dream, 

Daniel decided to rebuke the ruthless ruler, telling 

him: “. . . break off your sins by being righteous, and 

your iniquities by showing mercy to the poor” (4:27). 

What courage! Nebuchadnezzar was well-known for 

disposing of those folks who “crossed” him. As a 

servant and messenger of Jehovah, Daniel’s goal was 

not to please men. He was concerned about what the 

king needed to hear, not what he desired to hear. We, 

too, must avoid being ear-ticklers and men-pleasers. 

 Chapter 5 – Later, when Belshazzar was on the 

throne in Babylon, he saw the fingers of a man’s hand 

writing on a wall. When he called for Daniel to 

explain the meaning of what was written, the ruler 

pledged to give Daniel material blessings and make 

him third ruler in the kingdom. Hear Daniel’s 

response: “Let your gifts be for yourself, and give your 

rewards to another; yet I will read the writing to the 

king, and make known to him the interpretation” 

(5:17). Daniel chose not to make the accumulation of 

material stuff his top priority. He would do what was 

right in God’s eyes, and it had nothing to do with 

receiving material compensation. Are we listening? 

 Chapter 6 – When he was serving in the Medo-

Persian government, Daniel was recognized, even by 

his adversaries, as a man of faithful character (6:3). 

His devotion to God led to a new law forbidding 

anyone to petition a human or god during a thirty-day 

period (petitioning the king was the lone exception). 

What did Daniel do? He continued to do what was 

normal for him – he prayed to the God of heaven three 

times each day (6:10). No human law would prevent 

Daniel from doing what was right. As a punishment 

for Daniel’s disregard of the special decree, the king 

had Daniel tossed in with lions. But do not miss what 

the king admitted about Daniel: he referred to him as 

“servant of the living God” and said he served God 

continually (6:20). Whether he was with friend or foe, 

Daniel decided to be a faithful servant of God. You 

and I need to have such devotion. 

 Daniel was an elderly man, perhaps 85-90 years 

old, when he was cast into the lions’ den. The man 

obviously did not seek “early retirement” from the 

Lord’s service. He chose to serve God as long as he 

still had the breath of life within him. What about us? 
-- Roger D. Campbell 



“DRIVE LIKE YOUR KIDS LIVE HERE” 

     On occasion we will see an official sign posted 

along the side of a street which reads something like 

this: “Slow: Children at Play.” Have you ever seen a 

sign which has the words that serve as the title of 

this article? I saw one recently, and it was not put 

out by any government-funded Department of 

Transportation. Rather, it was standing in 

someone’s private yard.  

     The appeal to “Drive Like Your Kids Live Here” 

calls on all who drive vehicles in that vicinity to 

drive them carefully, without reckless abandon, and 

at a safe speed. You never know when small 

children might dart out into your path. The words of 

the sign make it a personal matter – if it were our 

own kids or grandkids, we certainly would take care 

to drive as safely as possible, would we not? As a 

Christian, should I not value all life and drive as 

responsibly as possible, regardless of who may or 

may not be around? 

     Suppose we come up with some signs which are 

similar to the one about driving. For instance, how 

about this one? “Talk as If Your Mother Were 

Listening.” Some folks have a tongue problem, 

spewing out hateful words and profanity over and 

over. Which of us would be proud to have our 

mothers hear us talk like that? Surely none of us! 

God’s message to Christians is, “Let no corrupt 

word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good . 

. .” (Ephesians 4:29). Not one of us should use 

filthy language, and whether or not Mom is around 

to hear us talking should have no bearing on the 

purity of our speech.  

     “Husbands, When You Are around Other 

Females, Conduct Yourself as If Your Wife Were 

Present.” If all married men would do that, there 

would be a whole lot less wandering eyes, a 

complete removal of intentional, inappropriate body 

contact, and an elimination of suggestive language. 

Regardless of whether or not our wives are within 

hearing or seeing distance, we ought to treat other 

females with courtesy (1 Peter 3:8), and loving our 

wives as we do ourselves (Ephesians 5:28), let us 

remember our pledge to treat and love our wives 

like we do no others. A number of years ago, a 

now-deceased gospel preacher described to me a 

fellow Christian whom we both knew. He said, “He 

has a bad memory.” When I gave him a puzzled 

look, he said, “He forgot to which woman he is 

married.” I then understood what he meant. The 

tragic truth is, our brother failed to conduct himself 

around other females in the fashion he would have 

if his wife were present, and that led to him having 

an extra-marital relationship that ruined his 

marriage.  

 Another idea for a sign: “Young People, 

Conduct Yourselves as If Your Parents Were 

Watching.” It just seems like a universal truth that 

kids act differently when they know Dad or Mom is 

watching or can hear them. Whether it is at school, 

out with friends, or at home temporarily 

unsupervised by parents, children need to honor and 

obey their parents (Ephesians 6:1-3). In some cases, 

they may feel like they “got away with” something, 

but in reality, wrong behavior is still wrong whether 

parents are aware of it taking place or not. The 

Bible says God will judge us even for “every secret 

thing,” whether good or bad (Ecclesiastes 12:14).  

 Consider one more possible sign: “Christians, 

Behave as If Your Church Leaders Were Standing 

next to You.” We are thankful to have shepherds 

who watch for our souls (Hebrews 13:17), but it is 

not their business to follow you and me around 

every day to make certain that we act like the light 

of the world (Matthew 5:14). If we would be 

ashamed to have our elders, deacons, or preachers 

see us involved in an activity, then what should that 

tell us? Most likely, we should not have been doing 

it in the first place, right? 

 The apostle Paul appealed to the saints in 

Philippi to be consistent in their conduct. Was Paul 

around to observe their behavior? It should not 

matter: “Only let your conduct be worthy of the 

gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you 

or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you 

stand fast in one spirit . . .” (Philippians 1:27). 

 Are my parents around? Is my spouse watching? 

Are my spiritual overseers aware of what I am 

doing? Regardless of how I respond to those 

questions, this statement from God about His all-
knowing nature stands firm: “For My eyes are on all 

their ways: they are not hidden from my face, nor is 

their iniquity hidden from My eyes” (Jeremiah 16:17).  

 The Lord sees when sparrows fall, and He 

knows how many hairs each person has on his/her 

head (Matthew 10:29,30). Would it not be wise for 

each one of us to strive to make godly choices at all 

times? Humans sometimes see or hear us. God 

always does. Let us take heed to the admonition, 

“Ponder the path of your feet” (Proverbs 4:27). 

-- Roger D. Campbell 



THE CONCEPT OF “BELIEVERS” IN THE BOOK OF ACTS 

 In the book of Acts, the word “faith” is used 

fourteen times in the English Bible. At times, 

something is said about “the faith” (Acts 6:7), a 

reference to the gospel/system of faith. In other cases, 

“faith” points to an individual personally believing in 

Jesus or the gospel message (such as Acts 26:18).   

 In addition, in the English Bible some form of the 

word “believe” appears about thirty-five times in the 

book of Acts. Only once do we find the specific word 

“believers” in this book, but we do read elsewhere of 

“those who believed” (Acts 4:32). Who were they? 

 Let us focus first on the expression “all who 

believed,” found in Acts 2:44. What does the Bible tell 

us about the activities of those folks? They were 

together, they sold their goods, and distributed 

material things to those who had need (2:44,45). Who 

were they? The words “all who believed” does not 

refer to the entire group of devout Jews who 

assembled on Pentecost (2:5). True, it is the same 

chapter of the Bible, but they were different groups. 

 “All who believed” (2:44) were the same 

individuals who “continued steadfastly in the 

apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of 

bread, and in prayers” (2:42). “All who believed” 

points back to those who had been baptized for the 

remission of sins on the Day of Pentecost (2:38-41) or 

during the days which followed. In short, they were 

saved people. What was the Lord doing with saved 

people? Adding them to the church (2:47).  

 What have we observed? In Acts 2, “all who 

believed” is not a broad term referring to people of 

various religious affiliations, nor does it point to 

people who simply agreed to the fact that Jesus was 

the Son of God. In Acts 2:44, the term “all who 

believed” describes those who were members of the 

Lord’s church, having submitted to the gospel 

message in faith, repentance, and baptism for the 

remission of sins.  

 In Acts 4:32, we see a similar scenario. The Holy 

Spirit says “the multitude of those who believed were 

of one heart and one soul . . .” The context makes it 

clear: these were genuine disciples of the Lord Jesus.  

 Let us go back to an earlier statement in Acts 4. In 

Acts 4:4, it is written, “However, many of those who 

heard the word believed; and the number of the men 

came to be about five thousand.” In this case, the verb 

“believed” is used as a synecdoche, a figure of speech 

which puts a part for the whole. In this instance, one 

condition of salvation (believing) is used to stand for 

all that is required for a lost person to do in order to be 

saved. We see the same thing in Acts 18:8, where we 

are informed that Crispus “believed on the Lord,” 

while many others in Corinth heard, believed, and 

were baptized. Because God does not show partiality, 

whatever He required of all others in Corinth (to hear, 

believe, and be baptized), he also required of Crispus. 

Thus, in the text of Acts 18:8, to say that Crispus 

“believed” was equivalent to saying that he heard the 

gospel, believed, and was baptized. That is, his 

“believing” included those other matters as well. 

 What about Acts 5:14? There it is written, “And 

believers were increasingly added to the Lord, 

multitudes of both men and women.” The Lord adds 

saved people to the church (Acts 2:47), so if these 

“believers” were added to Him, should we conclude 

that they were saved? Absolutely. What kind of 

believers would they have been? Those who submitted 

to the divine doctrine to repent and be baptized for the 

remission of sins (2:38).  

 In Samaria, men and women believed and were 

baptized, and the Bible says they “received the word 

of God” (Acts 8:12,14). In Joppa, many “believed on 

the Lord” (Acts 9:42). Did they “get off easier” than 

the ones in Samaria who were required to be baptized 

in addition to believing? In truth, the conditions of 

receiving the forgiveness of sins are the same for all 

people. Therefore, in the case of those noted in Joppa, 

to say that they “believed on the Lord” meant they 

obeyed the faith like priests in Jerusalem had (6:7). 

 In Acts 10:45, we read about “those of the 

circumcision who believed.” That is a reference to 

Jewish disciples of Jesus. We later read of “the 

Gentiles who believe” (Acts 21:25) — they would be 

Gentile Christians.  

 In Acts 11:21, we learn that in Antioch “a great 

number believed and turned to the Lord.” In the same 

context, such people are described as “disciples” and 

“Christians” (11:26). Again, those identified as 

believers were actual Christians — folks who had 

been added to the Lord’s church by the Lord Himself.  

 If we are going to speak as the oracles of God (1 

Peter 4:11), when we use the word “believer” today, 

we need to use it in the way it is used in the book of 

Acts. Our conclusion is that “believers/those who 

believed” refers to members of the blood-purchased 

church of the Christ. We see the same truth set forth in 

letters written to Christians (1 Timothy 4:12; 2 

Corinthians 6:15; Romans 10:16). Think about it.  

-- Roger D. Campbell 
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